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UCP/CLASS Holds Groundbreaking Ceremony:  Social Capital and the Community  
UCP/CLASS provides new affordable and accessible housing for individuals with disabilities.

Pittsburgh, PA - UCP/CLASS will hold a groundbreaking ceremony at 106-108 Waterfront Ridge Lane, Whitaker, PA  15120 on Friday August 7, 2009 at 10:00AM.  The ceremony will begin the construction of side by side townhouses for four participants in UCP/CLASS programs. K & S Real Estate, Inc. is developing the property in cooperation with Wayne Homes. 

Individuals with disabilities face significant challenges when it comes to home ownership due to the lack of affordable and accessible housing.  UCP/CLASS has made it a priority to address this issue through building homes, advocacy, and community education.

After a successful accessible and affordable building project completed in 2007, UCP/CLASS will embark on their second accessible home venture using “smart home” technology. New advances in environmental technology create accessible housing for residents by providing advanced safety measures that can support activities that occur in the house to provide a safe and supportive atmosphere. 
Living in accessible and affordable homes also builds social capital by giving people more choices and control over where they live, a sense of belonging in their community and the ability to participate more freely and spontaneously in social relationships and activities of their choice. Al Condeluci, PhD., CEO of UCP/CLASS, has long studied the concept of social capital. Dr. Condeluci states, “Social Capital is quite simply, the more relationships in your life, the happier you are, the healthier you are, and the longer you live. The greatest challenge is for us to shift the core premise of our work, both locally and nationally, from charity to basic community opportunity.”   
UCP/CLASS, is a 501c3 non profit organization founded in 1951 with the mission of working toward a community where each belongs.   Empowering People. Creating Communities. 
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For more information contact Courtney Walker – cwalker@ucpclass.org – 412-246-2153 
