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UCP/CLASS Recognizes Pittsburgh’s Top Humanitarians: Celebrating Community Heroes

UCP/CLASS Holds Seventeenth Annual Community Heroes Awards Dinner

Pittsburgh, PA – UCP/CLASS will hold its Seventeenth Annual Community Heroes Awards Dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 22, 2009 at The Westin Convention Center Pittsburgh. United Cerebral Palsy (UCP) /CLASS will celebrate the work of Pittsburgh’s top humanitarians with Andrew Stockey, WTAE-TV, emceeing the evening and Harry S. Cohen of Harry Cohen and Associates, serving as the Honorary Chair. 
William Isler,  President and CEO of Family Communications, Inc. and  Executive Director of the Fred Rogers Center for early learning and children’s media will receive UCP/CLASS’ Gertrude Labowitz Lifetime Achievement Award.  Bill Isler is a longtime professional educator and advocate for children. He began his career as a teacher and administrator, then served on the Pennsylvania Department of Education as Commissioner of Basic Education and Senior Program Advisor for Early Childhood Education before joining the Family Communications, Inc., staff in 1984 and becoming the inaugural Executive Director of The Fred Rogers Center for early learning and children’s media at Saint Vincent College in 2005.

Rory Cooper will receive this year's Community Hero Award. Rory A. Cooper, Ph.D. is FISA &      Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) Chair and Distinguished Professor of the Department of Rehabilitation Science and Technology at the University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Cooper is Director of the VA 

Rehabilitation Research and Development Center of Excellence in Pittsburgh, and Co-Director of the National Science Foundation Quality of Life Technology Engineering Research Center of the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University. 

The Local Task Force on the Right to Education in Allegheny County (LTF3) will be honored with the  Advocacy and Awareness Award. The mission of the Local Task Force in Allegheny County is to serve as a resource for children with all disabilities and their families in the 42 school districts in Allegheny County. Their role is to communicate needs and problems to the appropriate sources. Through the work of the members who volunteer their time and effort, LTF3 is a forum where families are heard and families are helped.
The Duranti Family will receive the Humanitarian Award. The Duranti's were chosen for their many years of service to the community and their special commitment and generosity of spirit to people of all abilities. The Duranti's made their restaurant feel like home to many who often sought a friendly place to dine.  The family employed people with disabilities and was accommodating to those who required support. 
County Executive Dan Onorato, Director of Allegheny County Parks, Andrew Baechle and County Manager James Flynn, Jr. will be recognized with the Policymaker Award for their vision, creation and completion of two new inclusive playgrounds in Allegheny County. The playgrounds are located at Boyce and North Park.  These three gentlemen recognize the importance of inclusive play and are planning to build more accessible playgrounds and water parks over the next several years.
MobilityWorks has been selected as the recipient of UCP/CLASS’ Benefactor Award. The Pittsburgh location has been actively supporting UCP/CLASS by participating in special events and through corporate sponsorship.  MobilityWorks  is  a  national provider of wheelchair accessible vans and vehicle-related adaptive equipment. The company serves the disabled community with lowered floor minivans, full-size vans, wheelchair lifts, scooter lifts and commercial fleet vehicles to thousands of individuals and business clients each year. 

The National Society of Collegiate Scholars - University of Pittsburgh Chapter (NSCS) will be honored with the Norma J. Gianutsos, Volunteer of the Year Award.  The Pittsburgh Chapter has worked with UCP/CLASS for several years and during that time the Chapter and UCP/CLASS have established two long-standing, traditional events: Monte Carlo Night and the Bocce Ball tournament. Honoring and inspiring academic excellence and engaged citizenship is the mission of the NSCS.
Tickets can be purchased for $75 per guest or a table of 8 for $600.  For more information or to purchase tickets go to www.ucpclass.org   RSVP deadline is Oct. 16th. 
UCP/CLASS, is a 501c3 non for profit organization founded in 1951 with the mission of working toward a community where each belongs. UCP/CLASS continually seeks innovative approaches that foster the independence of adults and children with disabilities and promote their full participation in communities and activities of their choice.                                                                      
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