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UCP/CLASS Holds Open House: Four individuals move into two new homes.  
UCP/CLASS provides new housing for individuals with disabilities.

Pittsburgh, PA - UCP/CLASS will hold an open house for two newly constructed, accessible townhomes on Thursday January 7, 2010 at 10:00 am. The homes are located at 106-108 Waterfront Ridge Lane, Munhall, PA. The open house will give stakeholders, the community, and all other interested parties an opportunity to tour the side by side, accessible townhouses and meet the four gentlemen who will be calling them home.  Representatives from Bryler Development and K & S Real Estate, Inc. will be available to answer any questions about the development. 
Affordable accessible housing is one of the most daunting obstacles that people with disabilities face in today’s society. With only 37% of this group being employed and with limited resources provided to them by Social Security, affordable, accessible housing is only a dream for most. UCP/CLASS has made this issue a priority. Jason Sentner, one of the gentlemen who will be moving into the house, stated, “I am proud to have something that I can call my own and be able to live in a house that has no restrictions due to my disability. I am thankful to UCP/CLASS for making this dream come true.” 

This is UCP/CLASS’ second accessible home venture using “smart home” technology. New advances in environmental technology create accessible housing for residents by providing advanced safety measures that can support activities that occur in the house to provide a safe and supportive atmosphere. From an organizational effectiveness standpoint, it allows staff to work more strategically by having individuals living in a home with peers of their choice that afford the latest in advanced technology and home security devices. It also provides a significant savings on staffing costs by consolidating services to one site, improved level of living and support services for participants, the building of more inclusive communities, a sound financial investment for UCP/CLASS, and the sense of self esteem and pride through living in a community of one’s choice. The other clear benefit of UCP/CLASS building and owning its own residential houses is that it enables them to provided residential services for many years.  
Founded in 1951 as a small clinic for families, UCP/CLASS is a 501c3 non-profit organization that has grown to be a major human service provider for people with a wide range of disabilities in Allegheny County and surrounding counties. UCP/CLASS is a strong advocate for disability rights with the mission of "Working toward a community where each belongs”. UCP/CLASS supports men, women and children with disabilities as they explore options, participate in the community and strive toward equality.  UCP/CLASS prides itself on creativity, energy and passion in recognizing that all people have gifts, talents, and roles to play in building the community.  
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