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UCP/CLASS  Executive Director Receives Frieda Shapira Medal.

Al Condeluci, Ph.D. is recognized for his nonprofit leadership.
Pittsburgh, PA - On October 1, 2009 Al Condeluci, Ph.D., Executive Director of UPC/CLASS was awarded the Frieda Shapira Medal.  The Frieda Shapira Medal was introduced in 2003 by The Forbes Funds in  honor of  Frieda Shapira, an amazing community leader who served numerous organizations including The Pittsburgh Foundation, the United Way of Allegheny County, The United Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh, and The Forbes Funds.  She was recognized by Pittsburgh magazine as one of the 100 Most Influential Pittsburghers of the 20th Century. Receiving this award is one of the highest honors given to a nonprofit executive. 

Al Condeluci, Ph.D. has been serving the Pittsburgh human service community for nearly four decades.  He has dedicated his life’s work to providing community supports to individuals with disabilities and educating others about the importance of creating a culture of acceptance of others.  Through his work with UCP/CLASS, speaking engagements and collection of published works, Dr. Condeluci has introduced thousands of individuals to the idea of a society where we celebrate similarities and embrace individual differences, recognizing that all people have a right to be a part of community.  Dr. Condeluci states, “It is one thing to be in the community but to be of the community has an entirely different meaning. This is why social capital is so important.”
Dr. Condeluci emphasizes the importance of Social Capital as the more socially connected people are; the happier, healthier lives they lead.  His own life is a testament to this philosophy.  Dr. Condeluci has lived his entire life on the family homestead of “Condeluci Hill.”  Settled in 1917 by his grandfather, Antonio, “Condeluci Hill” is currently home to 15 families. He still lives on the “hill” with his wife Liz, and three children Dante, Gianna and Santino along with some 45 other members of the Condeluci family. 

In addition to serving as UCP/CLASS Executive Director, Dr. Condeluci is on faculty at the University of Pittsburgh's School of Health and Rehabilitation Science and participates in a variety of civic volunteer roles.  He is on the board of the Southwest PA Partnership for Aging, The Advisory Committee of Hattie Larlham Service System and the immediate past chairman of the PA Statewide TBI Advisory Board.
The Frieda Shapira Medal, presented annually to a local nonprofit executive for exemplary leadership, is awarded to an individual who has demonstrated: (1) distinctive and exceptional leadership for one’s organization; (2) accomplishments that advanced the field; and (3) commitment to service beyond one’s own organization. The Frieda Shapira Medal is presented by The Forbes Funds in cooperation with The Jewish Healthcare Foundation.
In response to being awarded The Frieda Shapira Medal, Dr. Condeluci remarked, “It is an honor and privilege to receive this award. I knew and deeply respected Frieda.  To have an honor in her name is incredibly humbling.”  To find out more information about Dr. Condeluci, you can visit www.ucpclass.org or www.alcondeluci.com.
UCP/CLASS, is a 501c3 non for profit organization founded in 1951 with the mission of working toward a community where each belongs. UCP/CLASS continually seeks innovative approaches that foster the independence of adults and children with disabilities and promote their full participation in communities and activities of their choice.                                                                      
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